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cruited new businesses and new jobs, and 
while the troops were away, you continued 
to build a new city, a better city—a city 
that is more like a large family. And you 
planted the seeds of prosperity among hard-
ship’s ruin. And I’ve talked in recent weeks 
about America’s renewal, and today you feel 
it. You see it all around us here today. 

And I’m amazed but never surprised at 
the incredible things our people do. Our 
success in the war showed that we take 
a backseat to no one when it comes to cour-
age, ingenuity, dedication to principle. But 
it also showed that we do great things when 
we trust our people. We would not have 
enjoyed such success if someone had tried 
to micromanage the war from Washington, 
DC. We entrusted the operations to Sum-
ter’s products and heirs, and look where 
we are today. 

And I’m proud to say that we did it with-
out arrogance around the world. We led 
without gloating or arrogance. And I think 
that’s an American tradition as well. 

You know—let me just say this in finale— 
look around you. Here is today’s triumph 

but also tomorrow’s hope. Here’s what we 
fight for: family, friends. Here is what we 
love. 

Thank you again for letting me be a part 
of this emotional homecoming. I’ll never 
forget it as long as I live. God bless each 
and every one of you. Thank you very much. 

Note: The President spoke at 4:32 p.m. at 
Sumter Memorial Stadium. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Carroll A. Campbell of 
South Carolina; Stephen M. Creech, mayor 
of Sumter; Rubin Gray, chairman of the 
Sumter County Council; Senator Ernest F. 
Hollings; Nancy Thurmond, wife of Senator 
Strom Thurmond; Maj. Gen. Thomas Olsen, 
vice commander, 9th Air Force and Central 
Command Forces; Gen. H. Norman 
Schwarzkopf, commander of the U.S. forces 
in the Persian Gulf; Mary Jo Horner, wife 
of Lt. Gen. Charles Horner, commander, 9th 
Air Forces and Central Command Air 
Forces; President Saddam Hussein of Iraq; 
and Capt. Dale Cormier, Capt. Spike Thom-
as, and Lt. Neck Dodson, servicemen sta-
tioned at Fort Sumter. 

Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony for the Elie Wiesel 
Foundation Humanitarian Award and an Exchange With Reporters 
March 18, 1991 

Dr. Wiesel. This is the award presented 
to you, Mr. President. It reads: ‘‘To George 
Bush, for he defends the victims of dictator-
ship and oppression with passion, courage, 
and fervor. Elie Wiesel Foundation for the 
Humanity. March 18, 1991.’’ 

The President. It’s a great honor to re-
ceive this. And it’s a special honor for me 
to receive it from you, a man I admire 
greatly. Thank you, sir, very very much. 

Dr. Wiesel. And this is the citation. 
Dear Mr. President: At another time, in 

another age, another President declared 
that ‘‘Victory has a thousand fathers.’’ But 
the most recent American triumph in the 
Gulf had only one father. And yet we are 
here today not only because you have 
brought about that magnificent victory. We 
of the Foundation have wished to honor 

you long before Saddam Hussein invaded 
Kuwait, thus becoming a symbol of dictator-
ship and oppression. 

Mr. President, 10 months ago, we invited 
you to accept this award because we per-
ceived in you those qualities that the whole 
world now celebrates today—your moral 
courage and unshakeable resolve. We knew 
that we shared the common belief that the 
world must change, not only for the United 
States and for the West but for all humanity. 

Among the tasks our Foundation has set 
for itself is the unrelenting examination of 
the roots of hate. Why are some nations 
trapped in a circle of evil? Why are some 
peoples the continual targets for persecu- 

VerDate May 04 2004 10:00 May 27, 2004 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00293 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 D:\91PAP1\91PAP1.005 APPS10 PsN: 91PAP1



282 

Mar. 18 / Administration of George Bush, 1991 

tion? Why do tyrannies flourish in some 
parts of the world and not in others? 

These are the vital questions of our era— 
of any era. The difference is that for the 
first time in this tortured century we are 
truly on the threshold of ‘‘a new world 
order,’’ to use your inspiring and memo-
rable phrase. 

Thanks to you, Mr. President, small na-
tions feel more secure. Thanks to you, evil 
has been dealt a dramatic blow. Thanks to 
you, Mr. President, the last decade of the 
20th century may well be remembered for 
its quest for peace rather than its obsession 
with violence and death. 

As for Israel, Mr. President, I am sure 
that you are aware of the depths of our 
involvement with her trials and struggles. 
We thank you for your understanding of 
those trials and struggles. We thank you 
for the Patriots. We thank you for helping 
to rescue Jews from Ethiopia and the Soviet 
Union. 

Mr. President, I, a refugee from Eastern 
Europe, am now a proud and loyal citizen 
of the United States. But spiritually I claim 
Israel’s destiny as my own. I do not live 
in Israel, and yet I cannot imagine living 
without Israel. 

We of the Foundation fervently hope that 
your administration will continue its re-
sounding commitment to her security. Sure-
ly, she will remain our most steadfast ally 
in the Middle East. We are confident that 
persuasion other than pressure, trust rather 
than suspicion, will continue to govern your 
relationship with Jerusalem, whose pro-
phetic message of peace is at the heart of 
its legacy. 

We believe in your vision, Mr. President. 
We believe in the dawn of the new world 
order. For that reason and many others, 
it is a privilege for us to honor you today. 

Signed Elie Wiesel. 
I shall sign it for you. 
The President. Please do. 
Dr. Wiesel. Mr. President, you have given 

out so many pens, I think the time has 
come for you to receive one. [Laughter] 

The President. I don’t give out such nice 
ones, though. [Laughter] This is beautiful. 
Thank you very much. 

Dr. Wiesel. I hope you will sign the peace 
agreement between Israel and the Arab 

States with this pen. 
The President. Well, we’re going to try. 

We’ve just had a meeting with our Secretary 
of State who had good visits in Israel and 
in other countries. So, we want to seize 
the moment. We want to go forward now 
while there is this feeling of good will and 
then common agreement—common posi-
tion on things that have not always been 
agreed. I’m thinking of the common stand 
in getting rid of Saddam’s military offense. 

So, we will try hard, sir. But I am very 
honored with this and grateful to you. Re-
ceiving it from this one is very special to 
me, I’ll tell you. Thank you, sir, very much. 
Thank you. 

Middle East Peace Process 
Q. Dr. Wiesel, what precisely would you 

like to see the President do to achieve that 
kind of peace in the Middle East? What 
do you think is necessary? 

Dr. Wiesel. I think the President should 
be himself, a man who listens. I have known 
the President for some years—when he was 
still Vice President—and he was always lis-
tening. I think the President knows how 
to listen and knows how to make people 
talk. What I would like the President to 
do, of course, is to listen to Israel’s fears, 
just as Israel should listen to the President’s 
hopes. 

Q. Mr. President, can you share anything 
with us about your talk with Secretary 
Baker? 

The President. No. We just met for 45 
minutes, and then we’ll be meeting again, 
either today or tomorrow. But I responded 
to a question down either in Bermuda or 
in Martinique, where I said that there is 
reason to be hopeful. And I think he found 
not just in Israel but in other capitals a 
recognition of the fact that we ought to 
try to go forward. And I think the climate 
for fulfilling some of these hopes is probably 
better than it’s ever been. And I’m talking 
about on all sides out there. So, we will 
be working very hard. But there’s no—I 
don’t want to add any specifics. He has 
some specific ideas that we need to talk 
about here. 

But I found the Secretary of State, in 
spite of an arduous trip, hopeful that we 
can move forward. And we’re certainly 
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going to try. We are not going to miss this 
opportunity. 

Q. What’s the next step, Mr. President? 
The President. Well, there are a lot of 

next steps. Of course, one of them relates— 
there’s three areas, as you know: the Leb-
anon, the Israel question with Palestine and 
all of that, and then, obviously, the Gulf. 
And so, the next steps—the earlier, practical 
steps have to be in getting a cease-fire in 
the Gulf area. But we will go forward, trying 
our best to do that, using the United Na-
tions structure, inasmuch as we’re operating 
under the U.N. resolutions there. That is 
not the case, necessarily, say, in the Leb-
anon. 

I don’t think the American people ought 
to think that you can wave a wand and 
solve all three of these very difficult prob-
lems at once. But all I know is, I think 
the United States is in a stronger position, 
a more credible position to be the most 
important catalyst for peace, and that has 
been reinforced by what Secretary Baker 
has told me—what he’s found in Moscow, 
what he’s found in the Arab countries, what 
he’s found in Israel. 

Q. He spoke during his trip of a window 
of opportunity here to try to find elements 
of peace. Is that window narrow? Does that 
window close after a certain length of time 
here just because, in part, of some of the 
frustrations and failures of the past in that 
region? 

The President. Well, I think the longer 
one waits to take any initiatives, the danger 
is things revert back to a status quo. And 
I think that will be unacceptable. And so 
we’re working on these two tracks as it re-
lates to the State of Israel, trying to get 
peace going between countries that had 
been at war and then try to have suggestions 
for the solution of the Palestinian question 
that has avoided us for a long, long time— 
avoided the countries and various individ-
uals in the area. 

So, we’re going to try. But I’m not putting 
any timeframe on this, Norm [Norm Sand-
ler, United Press International]. All I’m say-
ing is that while people are thinking peace 
and while it is clear that a major threat 
has been diminished, we ought to try to 
move forward now. And I like very much 
the—I would say, the endorsement by Dr. 

Wiesel of this concept of a new world order, 
because encompassed in that are countries 
living at peace that have heretofore been 
at war. And that’s what we’re going to be 
trying to—— 

Q. Are you encouraged by the—— 
Q. ——the talks with Syria? 
The President. Well, I think that there’s 

some good talks there. We still have dif-
ferences, as everyone knows. But let’s find 
common ground. Let’s see if we can take 
these historic enmities and bring them— 
eliminate them. And that’s what we’re going 
to try to do. But nobody is suggesting it’s 
easy, including the Secretary of State, who 
tried very hard. 

Q. What is the state of play, Mr. Presi-
dent, now on a permanent cease-fire? Are 
you going to the U.N. this week? 

The President. Well, there will be some 
U.N. action this week, I think, or certainly 
U.N. consultation is already beginning. But 
we’ve got to work out between the coalition 
partners, get common ground between the 
coalition partners. But broadly speaking, 
people know what is required. I would like 
to see us reduce the flow of weapons into 
the area, which is an important—could be 
an important part of this. But there are 
a lot of other difficult points. 

Iraq must pay reparations or pay dam-
ages. The more one looks at the environ-
mental terrorism that they embraced, that 
they brought about, the more the world 
understands that they have got to do some-
thing about that. So how do you do it? 
Well, they are potentially a wealthy country. 
The trouble is they’ve taken all that wealth 
and spread it into weapons and then into 
aggression. And the aggression has been 
checked, but now we’ve got to see that they 
use their resources for helping their own 
people. And that’s a little complicated, given 
the three areas of contest right now—almost 
combat right now—the south, up to the 
north, and then some in Baghdad itself. 

So anyway, all of these areas have to be 
dealt with. And we’re trying. We’re begin-
ning to go to work on all of them. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think Arab 
countries are willing to talk to Israel, and 
is there a genuine reciprocal view? 

The President. Well, Secretary Baker had 
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good discussions with Prime Minister 
Shamir on that. He had good discussions 
with the heads of many other governments 
on that. Talked to the Soviets about that, 
who still have an interest in the Middle 
East. And so, we’ll just wait and see how 
all that develops. But I would hope that 
that would prove to be the case. Israel has 
restated its willingness to talk, and I think 
that’s a very great thing. 

Thank you all. 

Q. When will you go to the Middle East? 
The President. No plans yet. It’s not set. 

Note: Dr. Elie Wiesel, founder of the Elie 
Wiesel Foundation for Humanity, spoke at 
10:10 a.m. in the Oval Office at the White 
House. In his remarks, President Bush re-
ferred to Secretary of State James A. Baker 
III, President Saddam Hussein of Iraq, and 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir of Israel. A 
tape was not available for verification of the 
content of these remarks. 

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s 
Telephone Conversation With Deputy President Nelson Mandela of 
the African National Congress 
March 18, 1991 

On March 6 the President spoke by tele-
phone with Nelson Mandela, the Deputy 
President of the African National Congress. 
The President and Mr. Mandela had an 
extended conversation on developments in 
South Africa, focusing on the issue of sanc-
tions, and on the Persian Gulf situation. 
Mr. Mandela recognized that the President 
will act on the issue of sanctions at the 
appropriate time, when the conditions in 
the Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act of 

1986 are met. The President stated that 
numerous changes are taking place in South 
Africa and that it is necessary to keep work-
ing for this change to continue. The Presi-
dent assured Mr. Mandela that we will con-
sult fully with him in the months ahead. 
On the Gulf, Mr. Mandela reviewed the 
ANC position. The President outlined the 
coalition’s efforts and goals and indicated 
areas of disagreement with ANC views. It 
was a friendly conversation. 

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the Appointment of 
Members of the Czech and Slovak-American Enterprise Fund 
March 18, 1991 

The President today announced the 
members of the Board of Directors of the 
Czech and Slovak-American Enterprise 
Fund. The President is extremely pleased 
that these distinguished leaders, rep-
resenting a wide range of professional diver-
sity, have agreed to serve on the Board. 
The U.S. Directors are: 
John R. Petty, former chairman and CEO of the 

Marine Midland Bank (Chairman) 
David O. Maxwell, former chairman and CEO 

of Fannie Mae [Federal National Mortgage As-
sociation] 

Julia M. Walsh, managing director of Tucker/ 
Anthony, Inc. 

Charles A. Vanik, former Member of Congress 
and attorney with the law firm of Squire, Sand-
ers & Dempsey 

Milan Ondrus, retired vice president (Europe) 
of the FMC Corp. 

Similar to the Polish and Hungarian- 
American Enterprise Funds already estab-
lished, the new Fund will support private 
sector development. The administration in- 
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